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Afghan asylum seekers saved from forcible deportation after last-ditch legal
battle

Around 60 people were to be expelled from the UK today by the Home Office
PAUL GALLAGHER
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Dozens of Afghan asylum seekers have been saved from being
forcibly returned to their native country after last ditch legal
efforts proved successful.
Around 60 people were to be expelled from the UK on a Home
Office chartered plane and sent back to some of the most
dangerous provinces of Afghanistan until they were finally taken
off the flight list.
The pause in the Afghans’ deportation comes after Home
Secretary Theresa May lost her bid at the court of appeal to lift
an order that forbade the removal of anyone who was “habitually
resident” in an insecure province - defined as anywhere in
Afghanistan apart from Kabul, Banyam and Panjshir. Asylum
seekers who come from those provinces were still facing
expulsion, however.
Lord Justice Clarke had on Friday rejected Home Secretary
Theresa May’s application to overturn the order on the basis that
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a significant number of people due to board the flight could be
affected by an ongoing appeal case, expected in the coming
months, about the dangers of forcibly returning failed asylum
seekers to Afghanistan.
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Many of those who faced deportation are former child asylum
seekers who have been living with UK foster families and who the
Home Office now wants to remove because they have turned 18.
Toufique Hossain, of Duncan Lewis Solicitors who brought the
legal challenge against the planned flight, said: “The Home Office
has confirmed to us that 57 people have received injunctive relief
and will not be on the plane. In open court last week, lawyers for
the Home Secretary stated that it would costs £300,000 to
cancel a flight within seven days of departure. They used this as a
reason for generic relief to be refused. The court quite sensibly
rejected their submission. The risk to human life surely takes
precedence.
“In any event, questions have to be asked of the Secretary of
State in relation to arranging the flight in the first place. Given
the massive costs of cancellation, and knowing that there was at
least a reasonable chance of the Court of Appeal intervening; why
did [the Home Office] proceed with booking such a flight?”
Mr Hossain later said that Home Office lawyers had confirmed
that the flight has not been cancelled and that there are some
Afghans who are voluntarily departing, and some who don’t
benefit from the court of appeal order.
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He said: “The question is how many people are being removed on
the chartered flight. We are chasing for an answer.”
READ MORE: • THIS IS WHAT EUROPEAN COUNTRIES THINK OF MIGRANTS
• 'MOST YOUNG MIGRANTS AREN'T INTERESTED IN GOING TO THE UK'
• HOW MANY ASYLUM SEEKERS ARE REALLY COMING TO THE UK?

The Home Office said it could not comment on the issue with
legal proceedings ongoing.
The department regularly charters planes to Afghanistan to
remove failed asylum seekers. It succeeded in removing people
on 10 March but a flight scheduled for 21 April was cancelled
following a high court ruling that it would be too dangerous to
return people there.
Between January and March 2015 the Home Office chartered 11
removal flights sending 626 people back to six different countries
including Afghanistan. There were 854 Afghans who voluntarily
departed or where forcibly removed from the UK last year,
according to Home Office immigration statistics – a 2.2 per cent
share of the total.
The situation remains perilous for any Afghan with connections
to the UK. A nine-year-old nephew of a former Afghan translator
for the British army was executed by the Taliban recently in
retaliation for his uncle’s services, while an interpreter who was
denied asylum by the UK was recently executed after he tried to
escape the country.
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Afghan security forces carry a victim into a ambulance at the site of a Taliban
suicide bomb attack near Kabul's international airport, earlier this month (Getty)

An 18-year-old Afghan asylum seeker who had taken part in last
week’s successful legal challenge spoke of his relief that he no
longer faced deportation. “All my family have been killed by the
Taliban,” he told The Guardian prior to the announcement by Ms
May. “I have nobody to go back to and if the Taliban find me
they will kill me too. I am very frightened about the situation.”
The teenager arrived in the UK at the age of 12 and was initially
placed in the care of Kent county council, who told the Home
Office he was 18.
He said: “That was a very bad time for me and I was very
scared. Then a doctor told them he believed I was only 12 and
after that I was placed with a foster family. I have been going to
school and at the moment I am doing business studies. I hope I
will be able to continue my life here. But I don’t trust the Home
Office. I am safe from [Tuesday night’s] flight but they may try
to put me on another flight very soon. I’m very worried about
that.”

Afghanistan: The risks
The Foreign and Commonwealth Office advises against all, or all
but essential travel, to the entire country, including Banyam,
Panjshir, Kabul city and several districts within Kabul province.
The number of civilian deaths from terrorist attacks in
Afghanistan has risen annually every year since 2009, with the
exception of 2012, and more than 11,000 people were killed last
year.
Last weekend a suicide attack in Kabul, considered the safest
area, killed 12 people and injured almost 100 others. Three US
contractors were among the dead.
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With more than 5,000 civilian casualties so far this year, 2015
may become the most violent year for Afghan civilians since the
war began in 2001.
Earlier this year Afghanistan’s own minister for refugees and
repatriation, Hossein Alami Balkhi, said European countries could
not safely return people to his country because “80 per cent of it
is insecure”.
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I do not believe that any of our politicians of any party are
sadistic bullies who willy nilly return people to countries where
they will be killed or tortured. As I understand it a lengthy
process is undertaken by our civil servants before a deportation
is authorised. Among the numerous other work claiming her
attention the Home Secretary merely rubber stamps the
decision relying on it to be correct. You could hardly expect any
Home Secretary to investigate every single case her/himself; it
would be a full time job. The problem lies with the low life
lawyers and their organisations who make a lot of money
encouraging people to make endless futile appeals. This is what
needs looking at for the sake of the deportee as much as the rest
of us. I like the previous commenters use of the phrase ‘human
rights profiteers’ it fits perfectly; I hope s/he won’t mind me
using it.
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These forced deportations and denial of asylum to this
who helped the British cause is merely a facade that the
politicians hide behind the real and troubling numbers
of illegals who live in the country and got in because of
indifferent border control. The pitiful numbers of
Afghans that were to be deported are a faction of those
who should.
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"The problem lies with the low life lawyers and their
organisations who make a lot of money encouraging
people to make endless futile appeals."
These cases wouldn't come to court if the government
respected the Refugee Convention which obliges it to
provide safe haven and support to asylum seekers,
Britain's treatment of which is appalling. The
government prefers, like the pathetic Ukip, to make
political capital out of victims of Britain's wars of
terror. Another great British value that Cameron
bellows about: " the rule of law" oh, what utter humbug,
there is nothing, along with "democracy", that he hates
more.
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British values at work again. "If you want to be British, you must
be a hypocrite". The British take part in cowardly terror
campaigns on defenceless countries, they love to bomb and shell
with impunity and complain about the refugee problem they
create. Blair is shunned for his crimes. Cameron should be too,
for the mass-murder of civilians in Sirte, Libya. Generosity with
asylum seekers is apparently not included in British values.
Rather, bomb them first, keep them out after.
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These countries could have rebuilt themselves with a
democratic government after the invasions. To get rid
converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

of an evil regime that allowed terrorist to operate.
They chose not to.
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To walk from Afghanistan to the UK, they have to cross. Iran,
Turkey, Greece, Balkans, Italy, France and then the Channel.
Which of these countries are they not safe in? Some have Islam
as their main religion.
So unless they got off a plain, they're economic migrants. They
can't claim to be anything else, they were safe as soon as the left
Afghanistan.
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The sooner we ban all child benefit the better.
R E P L Y
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I bet your parents did not draw their Family Allowence
did they? no I bet they did'nt & if you have kids you
don't draw it either do you , what a grand person you
are I don't think.
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Illustrate what a mess the country is in over illegal migration.
Remove the benefits of coming here, and they will stop coming.
R E P L Y
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Asylum seekers don't get benefit you know that don't .
You live in a nice safe country so the rest can go hang
can they . How many Afghan refugees live in your street
then I bet you are the only one who can say he was
British born is that it .I bet you would not hang around
if someone was after you would you? maybe you would,
I don't know but most people would want to leave
pretty quick but don't come asking you for help though
as they will get short shrift I bet . I hope you never find
yourself in need then you will find out the hard way
what it is like.
R E P L Y
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Once again, out of touch judges thwarting the will of the
government and the people. Time to put these fools in their
place. Prison perhaps.
R E P L Y
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They only apply the laws they're given. These asylum
seekers were safe as soon as the left Afghanistan.
But decided to walk 1,000s of miles through safe
countries to reach the UK.
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One of the first things Blair did was to fill the upper eschalons of
the legal system with left wing sympathisers and human rights
profiteers such as his obnoxious, money grabbing wife. They are
still there. They need to be removed as a matter of urgency.
May needs to figure out a way to achieve that before anything
else.
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Typical using "racist" whenever suits them. These people are
killing each other yes we don't to bombing. The law must change
these out of touch judges thing they have a right to rule
parliament. It's time to close our borders until further notice.
R E P L Y
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Next you'll be saying we should deport people who can't
speak English...
R E P L Y
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The Home Secretary Theresa May is a blatant Racist along with
the Goverment it's us Mormons who went to Afghanistan and
bombed the hell out of them the least we can do is take them in
R E P L Y
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So now your blaming the Mormons.
That makes a change.
You really are quite unwell.......
R E P L Y
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So now anyone who lives in a dangerous part of the world has
the right to travel across lots of other safe countries and just
make themselves at home in Britain?
R E P L Y
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There fleeing war,terrorism and persecution you mug if
we did not go around the globe illegally bombing
countries these folk would not come here it's is morn is
who sent these plastic soldiers over to Afghanistan and
Iraq the least we can do is take people in that we have
bombed the hell out off murdering men women and kids
not to mention the torture and rape like in places like
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Abu Ghraib
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They were persecuted before the west became
involved....by the Taliban.
In fact it was the Talibans support for Bin Laden
that get the west involved.
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Inter-communal violence in Afghanistan
between the Shia Hazara population and the
Sunni Pashtun who make up the majority of the
Taliban, precedes Western and Russian
involvement in that country by several
centuries. There are about three million
Hazaras in Afghanistan, most of them will have
to solve their own problems.
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she has continually proven herself as .....UNFIT FOR HIGH
OFFICE...!
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In a couple of months she will overtake R A Butler (Jan
1957 to July 1962) as the longest-serving Home
Secretary since 1880 (R A Cross, under Disraeli).
She will beat Cross's record if she is still in office next
July. If she lasts until May 2017, she will hold the all
time record, beating the Duke of Portland (1794-1801).
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Anything Ms May is involved in ends up as a complete disaster.
The woman is an embarrassment and the worst Home Secretary
the UK has had to endure in living memory.
If David Cameron had any guts he would have sacked her long
ago.
R E P L Y
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I think she is very good at her job.
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She is far better than a long succession of usually shortlived Labour Home Secretaries and has held the job now
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since May 2010.
On this issue, she is simply a victim of the Justice
system, which is not her department.
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I bet you are her tea boy is that it , a pat on the
head from the boss now & then goes a long way
eh Steve.
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No wonder the Tories want to repeal the Human Rights Act as
long as judges carry on behaving like this.
Fact: the court agrees there are safe places in Afghanistan for
Afghan illegal immigrants to live in.
Fact: they have no right to be here, they are illegals.
It's time we grew a pair.
R E P L Y
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As you hate refugees so much, I assume you'd like us to
withdraw from the 1951 Refugee Convention and the
1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights? That
should give us more power to remove 18-year old
Afghans with no family. In fact, we'd be able to deport
anybody we liked.
R E P L Y
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Yes. All modern first world countries should
reappraise this treaty, written before an era of
mass migration, and specifically to deal with the
problems refugees faced post WW2 (and also
e.g. following the partition of India).
The plain fact is that no country should be
expected to give a home to, say, 10,000,000
people just because they want it. And on a
global scale the numbers now are truly jawdropping.
Matthew Parris, who is pretty liberal, wrote
rather eloquently on just this topic a couple of
weeks ago.
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There are one billion people in India alone
whilst there are c.64m in Britain, about nine
million of whom are "foreign born" plus,
presumably, many foreigners born in England
(being born in a barn doesn't make you a horse).
There has to come a point when England and
the rest of Europe can say sorry, enough is
enough. (And then they start saying we should
converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

adopt the laws and norms of Submission and
start murdering us... You've noticed that
London and Birmingham are lousy with them?)
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Government too scared to just get rid of them anyway?
R E P L Y
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