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The Home Office Is Trying To Deport A Syrian Man To Bulgaria After He
Was Reunited With His Family
Mohammed Mirzo faces deportation to Bulgaria, where his family says he endured horrendous treatment from
authorities.
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A young Syrian man who was reunited with his family in the UK after crossing Europe as an unaccompanied
minor is facing deportation to Bulgaria – where he endured horrendous treatment.
Mohammed Mirzo arrived in Britain in April and is currently with his family in Wales. But his father Ali said they
don't know what will happen next.
"We don't have any information, we are so worried," he told BuzzFeed News from the family home.
Mohammed was detained by Home Office officials when he reported to them as part of his refugee status
application. He was held at Parc Prison for two days, before being moved to Campsfield immigration centre in
Oxfordshire until Tuesday afternoon.
The family had desperately applied for European visas shortly after Mohammed turned 16, only managing to
secure him one for Bulgaria, where they twice paid a smuggler to take him over the border to Germany – both
times ending in disaster. The second time, the smuggler's van was stopped and Mohammed was taken in for
questioning.
Refugee abuses in Bulgaria, despite being a member of the EEA (European Economic Area), have been welldocumented. The most recent Amnesty International report noted that refugees continue to be detained, often
for months, and there was an attitude of impunity for abuses at the border.

"He was treated very badly," Ali said. He claims a police officer slapped his son during questioning, and that "he
was not given food for three days, and when he asked for water, the police told him he could drink water only
from the toilet".
"They took him in a camp, but they took him to a far away camp and it was a very filthy camp," Ali continued.
His son stayed in that camp for more than five months until he was granted "papers" and allowed to leave,
joining up with a family traveling to Germany, where he was placed in a camp until his brother secured his
release. "Mohammed was at this time very distressed and upset. He want[ed] to see his mum and his family," he
said. "He got more depressed and twice he tried to harm himself."
However, he managed to get himself to France and cross into the UK from Calais.
Ali was "surprised and shocked" when he was called by Cardiff police to collect his son. "The whole family were
so happy. But Mohammed was was afraid because he came illegally that they might send him back".
Mohammed's case falls comes under the Dublin Regulation, which means the country that first registers an
asylum application is responsible for that person.
"He suffered terribly in Bulgaria," solicitor Vinita Templeton, who is representing Mohammed said. "His specific
story is absolutely heartbreaking."
Templeton told BuzzFeed News that Mohammed's father faced "an impossible situation". "They believed he
would be safe there, but he suffered a series of traumatising experiences – including being detained in solitary
confinement and handcuffed at a time when he was still a child."
"He is terrified, absolutely terrified, of going back there. For somebody to be terrified of a supposedly safe
country, that is just terrible."
An online petition, set up by Jonathan Cox of Citizens UK, calling for the Home Office to reconsider his application
has already gathered just under 10,000 signatures.
A Home Office spokesperson told BuzzFeed News: “The UK has a proud history of providing protection to those
who need it, but it is only fair that we do not shoulder the burden of asylum claims that should rightly be
considered by other countries.
“Asylum seekers should claim in the first safe country they arrive in. Where there is evidence that an asylum
seeker is the responsibility of another European country we will seek to return them there.”
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Young Syrian faces being separated from family
again after UK reunion
Mohammed Mirzo, 20, found his parents and siblings in Cardiff after four years apart,
but could now be deported to Bulgaria

Steven Morris
Wednesday 18 October 2017 18.36 BST

A vulnerable young man who was reunited with his family in Cardiff after being
separated from them shortly after they had ﬂed Aleppo has been told by the Home
Ofﬁce he has to leave them behind and apply for asylum in Bulgaria instead.
Mohammed Mirzo, 20, told the Guardian he suffered abuse and racism in the
southern European country and feared for his safety if he was forced to return only
a few months after making it to in the UK.
Mirzo, who was just 16 when the family was torn apart, told the Guardian: “I’m
frightened of what will happen if I’m sent back to Bulgaria. I was treated like an
animal there. I felt people hated me and hated all refugees.”
He said he was beaten by a police ofﬁcer in Bulgaria and cheated by trafﬁckers,
who on one occasion abandoned him deep in a forest without food and water. “I
thought I was going to die,” he said.
Almost 10,000 people have signed a petition calling for Mirzo to be allowed to stay
and Cardiff MPs have called on the home secretary, Amber Rudd, to intervene.
Mirzo said that after he managed to slip across the border into Germany, he was
attacked by neo-Nazis, and he still wears a sling for an injured shoulder. He lived
with a pair of drug dealers in Germany before reaching the UK in the back of a lorry
carrying coffee after paying a smuggler €2,500.
The ﬁrst Mirzo’s family knew of their son’s journey to Britain was when they got a
call from the police in Cardiff Bay, where he had handed himself in. “I had tried
many times to get here and didn’t want to disappoint them if I failed again. So I
just came without telling them.” For the ﬁrst time, Mirzo met his baby brother
Evan. “That was the most beautiful moment of my life,” he said.

“I know it’s not a good thing to cross a border as I did but I felt I had no choice. I’m
not asking for anything. I just want to be with my family. I’m not complaining
about the Home Ofﬁce – the law’s the law. I have nothing left. Everywhere I get
kicked. I just want to start my life. I want to go to university. My dream is to be a
footballer but I just want to contribute in some way.”
After the family ﬂed Aleppo, where Mirzo’s father was a teacher, they were
scattered across Europe. At one point, Mirzo was in Bulgaria, his brother in
Germany and his mother and two sisters in Turkey. His father made it to Cardiff,
where he was granted refugee status in 2016, and began to bring his family to
Wales.
The rest of the family is doing well. His father, Ali Mirzo, set up the Royal Coast
cafe and volunteers as an interpreter for child refugees. His teenage sisters are
thriving at school, while his older brother is in work. They all received refugee
status and the family expected Mohammed Mirzo’s application to go through
smoothly. While he waited on a decision on his situation, Mirzo worked on
improving his English and received mental health support.
But when reporting routinely to the Home Ofﬁce he was detained and held in Parc
prison in south Wales for two days before being moved to Campsﬁeld House
immigration removal centre in Oxfordshire. He was told he could be sent back to
Bulgaria next month.
He was released on Tuesday evening after his case was raised with Rudd at the
home affairs committee but no decision has been made on what happens next,
leaving him limbo.
His father said the family was deeply concerned. “His life was turned upsidedown when he became a refugee at the age of 16 and he lived through suffering in
Bulgaria and Germany that no child should experience.”
Mirzo may be removed under the Dublin regulation that says the European Union
country that a refugee ﬁrst arrives in should be responsible for his or her claim.
A Home Ofﬁce spokesperson said: “The UK has a proud history of providing
protection to those who need it, but it is only fair that we do not shoulder the
burden of asylum claims that should rightly be considered by other countries.
“Asylum seekers should claim in the ﬁrst safe country they arrive in. Where there
is evidence that an asylum seeker is the responsibility of another European
country we will seek to return them there.”
Jonathan Cox, deputy director of Citizens UK, a community charity with which Ali
Mirzo volunteers, described the Home Ofﬁce’s approach as “little short of
barbaric”.
He said: “This is happening after Mohammed and his family have ﬁnally been
reunited and found sanctuary in the UK after four years of separation. The Mirzo
family are an asset to our city and to our nation – they belong together in Cardiff.
The Home Ofﬁce must not send Mohammed to Bulgaria.”
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