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A suspected Jamaican sex-offender charged five
times but never convicted for allegedly raping
vulnerable women has been banned from Britain for
a decade in a controversial new police tactic to
target foreign criminals.

Lincoln Farquharson, 46, was sent back to Jamaica
last month after a judge ruled that he posed a
significant risk to women even though he was never
convicted at any of the three trials he faced in 2007.
He was last arrested and charged after an alleged
rape at gunpoint in 2011, but prosecutors declined
to press ahead with the case against him.

Instead his case was passed to a new police unit -
Operation Nexus - which had him removed after 13
years in Britain and a protracted legal wrangle at an
immigration tribunal in a case based on a 337-page
police dossier.

Detectives had claimed that Mr Farquharson, who
was also accused of being a drug user and domestic
abuser, had specially selected his victims because of
their vulnerability. He had claimed that the sex acts
were consensual. Despite his removal from Britain
after being held for 16 months in secure
accommodation, it is not clear if he faces any
restrictions in Jamaica.

The case represented an early victory for the unit
which works with the Home Office to deport foreign
nationals even though they may have committed no
serious offences in London.

Police expect to refer 100 arrested suspects every
week for possible removal and said that they had
already identified 40 predatory sex offenders
convicted overseas during the project.
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“We will continue to work with our partners to

identify and remove those foreign nationals who
have avoided criminal prosecution but whose Justice
pattern of behaviour means they represent a risk to Retail
the British public,” said Det Supt Stuart Dark, of the | 5,
Metropolitan Police.

Theresa May

However, civil rights groups have warned that difficult to solve crimes could
instead be shifted to become immigration cases with a lower burden of proof
required to remove them from the country.

And Mr Farquharson's solicitor Howard Cheng said: “It is a concern that the
once famed idiom of 'innocent until proven guilty' no longer seems to apply,
when the Home Office, with the assistance of the Police through Operation
Nexus, are able to refuse an applicant's request for leave to remain in the UK on
the basis of unproven criminal allegations.”

The 100-strong police unit was set up in November last year after intelligence
showed that 27 per cent of those arrested in London were foreign nationals.
Police and Border Agency officials were posted in every London custody centre
to investigate the backgrounds of everyone arrested.

Foreign suspects found to have outstayed visas or had a history of offending in
their home countries have been targeted for possible removal to prevent crimes
being committed in the capital.

A Romanian arrested for shoplifting was shown to be wanted for more than 60
serious offences including robbery, grievous bodily harm and kidnapping in
Eastern Europe.

The tactic has raised concerns because the standard of proof required to deport
someone whom Home Secretary Theresa May considers is not “conducive to the
public good” is less than that needed for criminal trials.

Rita Chadha, chief executive of the Refugee and Migrant Forum of East London
which is monitoring the unit, said: “They are doing the Home Office's job by
acting as immigration officers.”

The organisation representing immigration lawyers said there were concerns
that people could be removed from the country without their cases being
properly examined.
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“If it's not properly tested then there will always be a concern,” said Alison
Harvey, general secretary of the Immigration Law Practitioners' Association.
“There's a fine line between intelligence, rumour and guilt by association.”

Immigration Minister Mark Harper said: “The success of this operation proves
that foreign nationals who continue to offend and pose a threat to the public will
be arrested and removed from the UK.”

Send Recommend < 142
Lf Lf W Tweat < 16 a Share
B+ o0

MORE IN CRIME »

Ads by Google

Amicus Attorney Software
World's Leading Practice Management Software. Get your Free Trial
www.amicusattorney.com

The Xperia Z Tablet on 02
Get The latest Sony Xperia Z Tablet on O2. Pre-Order Online Now!
02.co.uk/Sony_Tablet

Beautiful Paving Online
Top Quality & Low Prices. Free 7 Day Delivery - View Now.
www.simplypaving.com/SpecialOffers

Get a RimuHosting VPS
VPS. Dedicated. DNS. Email. Startups start here!
ri.mu/startups-start-here

INDEPENDENT PARTNERS

SPONSORED FEATURES 00

How will you make today

delicious?
Tell us how you plan to make today delicious
and you could win a £50 M&S gift card.

Military Fitness Rosetta Stone Nook
Get reading Prizes & offers ~ Business videos



INDEPENDENT SHOP

Just £569.99 or
two for £99.99

Buy now »

Ads by Google

100% Free Cloud Storage

Store Your Files in the Cloud Access Files Anywhere,
Anytime

www.JustCloud.com

Free Spell Check Toolbar

Avoid Spelling Mistakes with Free Spell Checker - Download
for Free!

www.DictionaryBoss.com

Add Languages to Your CV

Employers love languages. Enter Babbel now and start
learning!

online.languages.babbel.com

Free Personality Test
Image-based test with instant feedback on your personality.
lifestyle.quiz.visualdna.com

Independent

3%%%9




Between:

Location: [EEESFVPEYIN

By clicking 'Search' you m" e
are agreeing to our rch

Terms of Use.

iJobs

Primary NQTs looking for a Permanent

post for September Start.

£22000 - £23000 per annum: Randstad Education
Cambridge: Primary NQTSs required...

Sustainability Consultant (CfSH)

£24000 - £28000 Per Annum: The Green Recruitment
Company: Job Title: Sustaina...

European Business Development

Consultant — German Speaking

£33000 - £35000 Per Annum Up to 35,000 depending
on experience: The Green Recr...

Primary NQTs required for now and

September in East Anglia

£110 - £140 per day: Randstad Education Cambridge:
Primary NQTSs required for S...

View the latest from iJobs

DAY IN A PAGE
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

7 June 2013

Terms & Policies Contact Us
Privacy Policy Subscriptions
Cookie policy Apps

Code of Conduct Work for us

Advertising Guide
Syndication

Novaya Gazeta (English)
ES Business Connections



The Independent Complaint form Evening Standard ES Rentals Advanced Search | Article archive | Topics

2 Derry Street London W8 STT Email newsletters Homes & Property

© independent.co.uk RSS iJobs © independent.co.uk



