
News | Migration

UK Home Office blasted for video on migrants
and their 'activist lawyers'
Following pressure from social media users, the department was forced to remove a video accusing
'activist lawyers' of disrupting the asylum system
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More than 5,000 migrants have crossed to the UK in small boats so far in 2020 (Ben Standall/ AFP)
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The Home Office has come under fire after publishing a post online in which it explained how it was working to remove people with

no right to remain in the UK.

The video published on Wednesday showed a graphic of aeroplanes leaving the UK with the caption “We are working to remove

migrants with no right to remain in the UK”,  and accusing “activist lawyers” representing migrants of trying to disrupt the asylum

system.

It also added that soon the UK “will no longer be bound by EU laws and can negotiate our own return arrangements”.

Following pressure from social media users, the department removed the video.

Rose Arnall (Activist Lawyer)

@ArnallRose

I'm just a lawyer, standing in front of a government, 

using the law, to ask it to behave lawfully 

#ActivistLawyers

3:45 PM · Aug 27, 2020

19.7K 3.8K people are Tweeting about this

The deleted clip, viewed more than a million times in less than 24 hours, prompted fierce criticism of Home Secretary Priti Patel’s

department.

Legal bodies and university professors condemned the message and lodged complaints with the Home Office’s top civil servant,

Permanent Secretary Matthew Rycroft. He reinforced that the messaging of the video was that “efforts to facilitate legitimate and

legal returns are often frustrated by individuals and lawyers  putting in last-minute claims” - which, he said, were “without merit”.  

The row followed news that 12 migrants had been deported by the Home Office on a flight to continental Europe on Wednesday and

that another flight holding 23 migrants scheduled for Thursday was halted after a high volume of last-minute legal challenges

prevented its departure.
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The 23 were represented by the solicitor firms of Duncan Lewis, John Street or Milestone, and all were classed as a risk to themselves

or others in detention. 

The Home Office told Middle East Eye that it would no longer be making any fresh comments on the matter and instead directed

MEE to comments made by Rycroft in response to Jonathan Portes, an professor in economics at King's College London.

Portes had said that the video and post was a “very clear breach” of government communications standards and urged the

department press offices to “take note” so that the “unacceptable behaviour is not repeated”. 

Rycroft said he “has made clear to the team that this post should not be used again from the Home Office accounts or anywhere else

by civil servants".

I’m not sure the permanent
Secretary’s response to @jdportes
improves things much. It appears
that he is blaming people/lawyers
for making an application against
deportation when the Home Office
itself has left it to the very last
minute to actually try to deport….
pic.twitter.com/MIJM7d23WM

— Nearly Legal (@nearlylegal) August 27, 2020

Civil servants responsible for this
video are violating their duty under
the Civil Service Code to uphold the
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administration of justice.  
 
"Delaying and disrupting returns"
can be translated as "ensuring the
rights of refugees under
international law are upheld".
https://t.co/F3OjIznqY4
pic.twitter.com/QZ9OvBccO3

— Emma Dixon (@EmmaDixon_EU) August 26, 2020

Hassan Akkad, a Syrian refugee living in the UK, who made his journey across the English Channel five years ago, called for a public

apology and clarity from the Home Office over the post. “We live in a democracy and no one should undermine the law,” he said. 

Your video has caused so much
damage already. You expect us to
respect the laws of this country, and
we expect you to do the same.
pic.twitter.com/xGgoCUyKaZ

— Hassan Akkad حسان عقاد (@hassan_akkad) August 28, 2020

Akkad appeared in a video last week that was projected onto the white cliffs of Dover, in which he detailed his experiences making

the perilous journey from war-torn Syria. “The only difference between me and you is luck,” he explained in the short clip. 
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The clip was in response to footage broadcast earlier this month by BBC Breakfast and Sky News of migrants and refugees reaching

the UK’s shores in rubber dinghies - footage that was heavily criticised for being "dehumanising" and "voyeuristic", as reporters

attempted to interview the people onboard and get close to their dinghies.

Can the BBC and Sky News not
follow tax dodgers in their yachts
instead of migrants fleeing war and
Famine?

— Alex Tiffin (@RespectIsVital) August 11, 2020

Prior to the video being posted, Home Office officials had released various statements over the past two months repeatedly claiming

“activist lawyers” were frustrating efforts to send migrants back to France with “vexatious claims”, despite not providing examples.

Amanda Pinto QC, chairman of the Bar Council, said lawyers were “merely doing their jobs”, and condemned the “use of divisive and

deceptive language that undermines the rule of law and those working to uphold it”.

The Law Society of England and Wales, an independent professional body that works globally to support and represent solicitors,

issued a statement yesterday in which it condemned the Home Office’s video referring to immigration lawyers who provide legal

advice to migrants as "activist lawyers".

We condemn a Home Office video
referring to immigration lawyers
who provide legal advice to
migrants as ‘activist lawyers’. 
Solicitors advise their clients on
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*their rights under the laws created
by parliament* 
https://t.co/4FHvIJ1RW5
pic.twitter.com/WcgCm7RzdM

— The Law Society (@TheLawSociety) August 27, 2020

"Attacks on the integrity of the legal profession undermine the rule of law,” president of the society, Simon Davis, said in the

statement. "In countries where lawyers are unable to do their job for fear of intimidation, the rule of law is weakened. The

consequences are a society that becomes less safe, less stable and less fair.

“Britain's standing internationally is underpinned by our reputation for democracy, fair play and the independence of our legal

system," Davis added. "This independence hinges on lawyers and judges not being hindered or intimidated in carrying out their

professional duties and not being identified with their clients or their clients' causes.”

For this government an "activist
lawyer" means a lawyer who help
people challenge it when it breaks
the law. In other words, a good
lawyer

— Adam Wagner (@AdamWagner1) August 27, 2020

More than 5,000 migrants have crossed to the UK in small boats so far in 2020, with 26 migrants in three boats making it to the UK

across the Channel aboard small boats on Thursday, according to the Home Office. The UK Border Force, which picked up the

migrants, confirmed they were from Sudan.
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Earlier this month, a 16-year-old Sudanese boy was found dead on a beach in northern France after trying to cross the English

Channel with a friend in a small boat. 

Since 1 January, authorities in northern France have recorded some 350 attempts or crossings involving more than 4,000 people,

compared with 203 attempts and 2,294 migrants for the whole of 2019.

The Ministry of Defence will continue to send aircraft to survey the Channel at the Home Office’s request and is also currently

considering deploying small naval patrol boats.
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Lawyers ‘painted as villains by Home
Of�ce’ over migrant crossings
by Press Association27/08/2020, 11:15 am Updated: 27/08/2020, 12:31 pm

It comes as the Home Office faces criticism over its renewed attack on “activist lawyers” which
it says are hindering their efforts to deport migrants.

A video posted to its Twitter account on Wednesday evening showed a moving graphic of
deportation planes leaving the UK.

The clip has been branded “scandalous” and “utterly disgraceful” by senior law figures, and
many on social media likened it to something from the TV show Dad’s Army.

More than 5,000 migrants have crossed to the UK in small boats so far in 2020, analysis by the
PA news agency shows.

Small boat crossings are totally unnecessary and we
continue to return migrants with no right to be in the
UK.

Another �ight left today with more planned in the
coming weeks. pic.twitter.com/RCnLlqNGVM

— Home Of�ce (@ukhomeof�ce) August 26, 2020
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The Law Society condemned the video, and president Simon Davis said: “Attacks on the
integrity of the legal profession undermine the rule of law.

“To describe lawyers who are upholding the law as ‘activist lawyers’ is misleading and
dangerous.

“We should be proud that we live in a country where legal rights cannot be overridden without
due process, and we should be proud that we have legal professionals who serve the rule of
law.”

The video, which has been viewed more than 630,000 times in less than 24 hours, says: “We are
working to remove migrants with no right to remain in the UK.

“But currently return regulations are rigid and open to abuse…

identifying what lawful power that you have for holding the children at the Kent Intake Unit.”
In the letter, lawyers Duncan Lewis said: “Detention Action therefore has significant difficulties 
as an “alarming development”.
Lawyers acting for Detention Action have written to the Home Secretary, describing the move 
concerns.
The Home Office describes the facility as a “processing centre”, but charities have raised 

Dover until a place can be found with another local authority.
Instead, any unaccompanied child asylum seekers will stay in the agency’s Kent Intake Unit at 

will be left with Border Force after Kent County Council announced it had reached capacity.
Last week it was announced that any migrant children arriving on small boats without family

made.
The MoD stressed that this was still in a trial stage and no decisions on deployment have been 

tackling Channel crossings”.
training with Border Force “to evaluate how they might be used to support the Home Office in 
in
It  comes  after  the  Ministry  of  Defence  announced  that  Royal  Navy  vessels  have  participated  
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More migrants reach UK as Home Of�ce accused of ‘assault
on rule of law’
UK News | Published: Aug 27, 2020

Multiple migrant boats are believed to have crossed the English Channel following many days of bad
weather caused by Storm Francis.

A group of people thought to be migrants are brought into Dover, Kent

The Home O�ce has been accused of an “assault on the rule of law” over its comments about “activist lawyers” who are
representing migrants.

Home Secretary Priti Patel’s department has faced �erce criticism over a video posted to its Twitter account about its
efforts to remove migrants from the UK.

The clip, which has been viewed more than a million times in less than 24 hours, says that current regulations are “allowing
activist lawyers to delay and disrupt returns”.

News All News 



The comments have been condemned by several legal �gures and industry bodies, one of which described it as “divisive
and deceptive language that undermines the rule of law”.

It comes as more migrants were seen arriving in Dover on Thursday morning, wearing blankets and life jackets.

Multiple boats are believed to have crossed the English Channel after many days of bad weather brought by Storm
Francis.

Amanda Pinto QC, chairman of the Bar Council, said: “We strongly condemn the use of divisive and deceptive language
that undermines the rule of law and those working to uphold it.”

She branded the comments “irresponsible, misleading” and “political point-scoring”.

Lawyers are “merely doing their jobs, enabling people to exercise their statutory rights and defend themselves against
those in power. Without those lawyers, our system would crumble”, she added.

Simon Davis, president of the Law Society of England and Wales, also said “attacks” on the integrity of the legal profession
undermine the rule of law and the description “activist lawyers” is “misleading and dangerous”.

He added: “We should be proud that we live in a country where legal rights cannot be overridden without due process, and
we should be proud that we have legal professionals who serve the rule of law.”

Advertising

Duncan Lewis, one of the main law �rms to defend cases involving asylum seekers and those facing deportation,
described the comments as “alarming”

Tou�que Hossain, its director of public law, told the PA news agency: “Yet another attack on lawyers who are simply doing
their best, under exceptionally di�cult circumstances, to assist deeply vulnerable clients.

“This isn’t an attack on activism, it is an assault on the rule of law and people’s constitutional right to access justice.

“The Government can keep saying what they are saying, but we’ll continue to do what we are doing.”

Small boat crossings are totally unnecessary and we continue to return migrants with no right to be in the UK.
Another �ight left today with more planned in the coming weeks. pic.twitter.com/RCnLlqNGVM
— Home O�ce (@ukhomeo�ce) August 26, 2020
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The row follows news that 12 migrants were deported by the Home O�ce to Europe on a �ight on Wednesday, with
another expected to take place on Thursday.

The department’s video, published online on Wednesday evening, showed a moving graphic of planes leaving the UK with
the caption: “We are working to remove migrants with no right to remain in the UK.

“But currently return regulations are rigid and open to abuse…

“Allowing activist lawyers to delay and disrupt returns.”

The Law Society

@TheLawSociety

We condemn a Home Office video referring to 

immigration lawyers who provide legal advice to 

migrants as ‘activist lawyers’. 

Solicitors advise their clients on *their rights under 

the laws created by parliament* 

  

lawsociety.org.uk/contact-or-vis…

12:29 PM · Aug 27, 2020

27.1K 12.7K people are Tweeting about this

Barrister Richard Booth QC said on Twitter that it was “utterly disgraceful from the Home O�ce, painting lawyers as
villains”.

The Liberal Democrats called for an end on “attacks” on people seeking asylum and their lawyers.

The party’s home affairs spokeswoman, Christine Jardine, said: “Given the Home O�ce’s appalling record, it is essential
that asylum seekers have the chance to argue for their rights in court, with proper legal representation.”



Two people thought to be migrants are brought into Dover (Gareth Fuller/PA)

A spokesman for the Justice Secretary Robert Buckland declined to comment on the row.

The latest skirmish between the Government and the justice system comes after Ms Patel reportedly told MPs that asylum
laws were “broken” and vowed to bring in reforms which would “send the left into meltdown”.

The seeds of the Government’s battle with the courts were sown in the Brexit rows, when campaigner Gina Miller
successfully challenged the Government over then prime minister Theresa May’s right to trigger Article 50 without a vote in
Parliament.

The Supreme Court ruling in 2019 that Mr Johnson’s decision to suspend Parliament was unlawful fuelled Tory suspicions
about judicial activism.

The clash with the judiciary intensi�ed after a Court of Appeal decision earlier this year which the Government said
prevented the deportation of 25 foreign offenders to Jamaica.

An independent review of judicial reviews – the legal challenge process – has also been launched.

More than 5,000 migrants have crossed to the UK in small boats so far in 2020, analysis by PA shows.

Thursday’s arrivals are believed to be the �rst since August 21, with the lashing winds of Storm Francis rendering the
narrow sea route too dangerous.

Border Force’s cutter Seeker remains active in the English Channel, along with a French warship.

The Ministry of Defence (MoD) sent a Shadow R1 aircraft to survey the Channel and monitor the waters for attempted
crossings on Wednesday, despite the Home O�ce con�rming none took place that day.

Meanwhile, the Royal Navy is considering deploying small patrol boats to the Channel to assist Border Force.

UK News
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