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Traﬃcking in focus

Home Oﬃce payout for traﬃcked man detained
in mistaken identity mix up
Vietnamese national was illegally detained for ﬁve months after
Home Oﬃce refused to accept he was not someone else
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The Home Oﬃce will pay £45,000 in compensation to a traﬃcking victim for
illegally detaining him in an immigration removal centre for more than ﬁve

months after it mistook him for another man who had been deported from
the UK in 2011.
The victim – known as NN – was unlawfully detained in Morton Hall
immigration removal centre last year after the Home Oﬃce refused to accept
he was not another Vietnamese national, referred to in court as T. The Home
Oﬃce only agreed to carry out ﬁngerprint tests after NN’s lawyers
threatened legal action.
NN was discovered at a cannabis farm in 2017 but was not identiﬁed as a
potential victim of traﬃcking. Instead he was charged and convicted for
cannabis cultivation.
During his criminal trial, the Home Oﬃce wrongly identiﬁed him as T and
told the Crown Prosecution Service that it believed he had illegally reentered the UK after being deported in 2011.
NN was sentenced to 242 days in prison but, at the end of his criminal trial,
the judge ruled the Home Oﬃce had made a mistake.
Despite this, the Home Oﬃce continued to refer to the victim as T, detaining
him at Morton Hall immigration detention centre after he left prison on the
grounds that he had breached his deportation order.
In immigration detention, NN continued to insist that he was not T. Staﬀ at
Morton Hall compared photos of NN and T and informed the Home Oﬃce
that diﬀerences between the two men had been noticed. However, the Home
Oﬃce did not investigate and continued to maintain that the two men were
the same person.
NN was assaulted in immigration detention and identiﬁed, following a
medical assessment, as an adult at risk and potential victim of torture. Under
Home Oﬃce guidelines he should have been deemed unsuitable for
detention and released. But the Home Oﬃce refused, using the details of T’s
case to argue that detention should continue.
After NN had been in detention for three months, law ﬁrm Duncan Lewis
took on his case and threatened legal action unless the Home Oﬃce carried
out basic ﬁngerprint tests to establish his identity. It also demanded that
NN’s case was passed into the National Referral Mechanism, the framework
for identifying and protecting victims of slavery in the UK.
NN was identiﬁed as a potential victim of slavery and released from
detention on 12 July 2018, at which point he was placed in safe house
accommodation. A month later, the Home Oﬃce ﬁnally accepted they had
made a mistake but still continued to process NN’s traﬃcking claim under
T’s name.

After he was released from detention, Duncan Lewis started legal
proceedings against the Home Oﬃce for the unlawful detention of their
client. Earlier this month, NN – who has been diagnosed with post-traumatic
stress syndrome and depression – accepted a Home Oﬃce oﬀer of £45,000 in
compensation.
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The government has since conﬁrmed that NN is a victim of slavery and was
forced into cannabis cultivation. He is now attempting to appeal his criminal
conviction.
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“NN was detained by his traﬃckers, he was stripped of his
identity and was subjected to physical and psychological
abuse. He ﬁnally escaped his captors only to have his
identity stripped by the home secretary and [be]
subjected yet again to false imprisonment,” said Ahmed
Aydeed, who is representing NN at Duncan Lewis.
“NN’s unwavering determination to regain his identity
and liberty is inspirational, but there is something
fundamentally wrong with our system if this is the path
victims have to go through to access justice.”

NN was traﬃcked to the UK in 2016 via Hong Kong, Russia, Poland and
France. He was held to ransom by traﬃcking gangs in the UK and forced into
domestic servitude and cannabis cultivation in a series of properties. He says
he was beaten and told he would be killed if he tried to escape.
It is increasingly accepted that the UK’s booming domestic cannabis industry
has become inextricably linked with the traﬃcking and forced labour of
Vietnamese children and adults. In 2018, 484 Vietnamese nationals were
identiﬁed as potential victims of forced labour, with the majority of cases
linked to cannabis cultivation.
The Home Oﬃce said in a statement: “We do not routinely comment on
individual cases.”

