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Home Office limit on support for slavery victims
may be unlawful, court rules

Judge orders immediate extension to safe housing, counsellingJudge orders immediate extension to safe housing, counselling
and financial support beyond existing 45-day thresholdand financial support beyond existing 45-day threshold
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A high court judge has ruled that Home Office policy to cut off all statutory
support to people six weeks after they have been formally identified as
victims of slavery is potentially unlawful, ordering that assistance must
immediately be extended.

All statutory support under the Modern Slavery Act, such as safe housing,
counselling and financial support, currently ends 45 days after the Home
Office has informed someone they have been officially recognised as a
victim.

This week, two slavery victims won the first stage of a legal challenge they
had brought against the Home Office, when a judge in the Birmingham
administrative court agreed the existing rules could be unlawful.

The High Court ordered the Home Office to extend interim support to all
slavery victims over the 45-day threshold until the next hearing in the case,
which takes place on 14 April.

NewsNews OpinionOpinion SportSport CultureCulture LifestyleLifestyle

Modern-day slavery in focusModern-day slavery in focus

https://www.theguardian.com/international
https://www.theguardian.com/international
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/commentisfree
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/sport
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/culture
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/lifeandstyle
https://www.theguardian.com/world
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news
https://www.theguardian.com/science
https://www.theguardian.com/cities
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development
https://www.theguardian.com/football
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/technology
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/business
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/environment
https://www.theguardian.com/tone/obituaries
https://www.theguardian.com/profile/editorial
https://www.theguardian.com/index/contributors
https://www.theguardian.com/cartoons/archive
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/series/comment-is-free-weekly
https://www.theguardian.com/tone/letters
https://www.theguardian.com/football
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/rugby-union
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/cricket
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/tennis
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/cycling
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/formulaone
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/golf
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/us-sport
https://www.theguardian.com/books
https://www.theguardian.com/music
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/tv-and-radio
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/film
https://www.theguardian.com/games
https://www.theguardian.com/music/classicalmusicandopera
https://www.theguardian.com/world
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news
https://www.theguardian.com/science
https://www.theguardian.com/cities
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development
https://www.theguardian.com/football
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/technology
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/business
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/environment
https://www.theguardian.com/tone/obituaries
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/series/modern-day-slavery-in-focus
http://www.humanityunited.org/ 
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/nov/21/about-modern-day-slavery-in-focus
https://www.theguardian.com/profile/anniekelly
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=180444840287&href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Fglobal-development%2F2019%2Fmar%2F29%2Fhome-office-limit-on-support-for-slavery-victims-may-be-unlawful-court-rules%3FCMP%3Dshare_btn_fb
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Home Office limit on support for slavery victims may be unlawful%2C court rules&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Fglobal-development%2F2019%2Fmar%2F29%2Fhome-office-limit-on-support-for-slavery-victims-may-be-unlawful-court-rules%3FCMP%3Dshare_btn_tw
mailto:?subject=Home Office limit on support for slavery victims may be unlawful%2C court rules&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Fglobal-development%2F2019%2Fmar%2F29%2Fhome-office-limit-on-support-for-slavery-victims-may-be-unlawful-court-rules%3FCMP%3Dshare_btn_link
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2015/30/contents/enacted


Law firm Duncan Lewis said that if their clients’ legal action is ultimately
successful, it would require the Home Office to provide indefinite specialist
support for as long as victims required it while they were in the UK, or until
they received leave to remain.

“At the moment we have 14 or 15 clients who have gone through the often
very traumatic process of being identified as a victim of slavery, which can
often take months, and then six weeks after they get this decision are told
that all their specialist support is ending, they must leave their safe house
accommodation, and will no longer have contact with their support worker,”
said Ahmed Aydeed, public law director at Duncan Lewis.

“This is not only incredibly traumatising for people who have already
suffered horrendous exploitation and psychological abuse in the UK but also
puts them at an enhanced risk of being re-trafficked. The government is
failing in its legal obligation to support victims of modern slavery.”

Frontline service providers and anti-slavery campaigners have long argued
that the policy of terminating support shortly after identification can push
vulnerable victims into destitution, homelessness and back under the control
of traffickers and exploiters.

One of the victims bringing the judicial review against the
government was trafficked into cannabis cultivation and
was subsequently criminalised and illegally detained in
prison and immigration removal. In a witness statement
presented to the court, he said that if his support ended
after 45 days he would be homeless and unable to attend

medical appointments without the backing of a support worker.

The other, an Albanian woman who was trafficked into sexual exploitation,
said: “I am scared that I will have a mental breakdown and that will affect my
ability to care for my daughter.”

The government meanwhile continues to debate legislation on modern
slavery in the UK. A private members’ bill, proposed by Lord MCColl of
Dulwich, is also due to be debated. The bill calls on greater support for
victims of slavery, including statutory support for up to a year after
identification.
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