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An 'exemplary' soldier refused British citizenship because he had five
points on his driving licence has won a High Court ruling to have the
decision reconsidered.

A senior judge criticised the Home Office for not fully taking into account
the soldier’s background or character and said immigration officials had
merely “ticked boxes on a form”.

Sapper Poloko Hiri, 33, faces arrest and imprisonment in his native
Botswana because of his service with the British Army, but was told he
would be deported from the UK because he once broke a temporary
50mph speed limit on the M1.

In the High Court in London Mrs Justice Lang said the decision-making
process had been legally flawed and the Home Secretary should
reconsider.

Sapper Hiri joined the Army in August 2008 and served as a military
draughtsman and combat engineer until 2012, when he decided to leave
73 Armoured Engineer Squadron to study for a degree.
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'Exemplary' soldier wins battle against speeding ticket
deportation
The Home Office has been criticised by the High Court for refusing British citizenship to
an 'exemplary' Commonwealth soldier, because he had a speeding conviction
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Army plan to limit troops from the Commonwealth 02 Apr 2007

He applied for naturalisation as he feared imprisonment in Botswana,
where those who have enlisted in foreign militaries can be deemed a
security threat.

His application was refused though because a speeding conviction
meant he was not considered of "good character", even though his
commander had praised him as an “intelligent, motivated and hard-
working soldier” with an “exemplary record of conduct”.

Sapper Hiri had been given a £100 fine and five points after pleading
guilty to speeding limit on the M1 after leaving Ripon Barracks for his
Easter leave in 2011.

In the High Court, Mrs Justice Lang said the Home Secretary had failed
to consider all aspects of his character when weighing his application to
stay.

She said: "Plainly, criminal convictions are relevant to the assessment of
character, but they are likely to vary greatly in significance, depending
upon the nature of the offence and the length of time which has elapsed
since its commission, as well as any pattern of repeat offending."

She said criminal convictions checks should not be applied
“mechanistically and inflexibly” and Sapper Hiri’s application had been
backed by strong evidence of his good character.

"There has to be a comprehensive assessment of each applicant's
character, as an individual, which involves an exercise of judgment, not
just ticking boxes on a form," she said.

She added: “This was not an adequate assessment of the claimant's
character, as required by law. No references were sought from his
employer, or his personal referees, and there was no interview with the
claimant."

Maj Chloe Plimmer, Sapper Hiri’s former commanding officer, said his
character had been proven on military training exercises “where his
peers have had to depend on him in austere and challenging
environments”.

She said: “To see that Sapper Hiri has been denied British citizenship for
what is deemed as 'bad character' directly contradicts his performance
as a serving soldier.

Wg Cdr Dr Hugh Milroy, chief executive officer of Veterans Aid, which
campaigned on Sapper Hiri's behalf, told the court: "If Poloko were good
enough to carry a weapon for this country, then surely he is good
enough to be a citizen."

frozen in mid-air

Prince Harry reaches
South Pole

Unleash your inner
007 with these spy
gadgets

Armistice Day in
pictures

Remembrance
Sunday

TODAY PAST WEEK PAST MONTH

Click for More Offers

News Most Viewed

1. Ukraine crisis: Deadly snipers extinguish
lives of Kiev's protesters

2. Ukraine protests: 21 killed amid 'sniper
attacks' as fresh fighting breaks Kiev
truce

3. Ukraine protests: Death toll mounts amid
'sniper attacks'

4. America is turning secular much faster
than we realise

5. Pussy Riot whipped by police at Sochi

More From The Web »

 

 

 

 

42 15 27 0

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/1547379/Army-plan-to-limit-troops-from-Commonwealth.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/prince-harry/10515617/Prince-Harry-and-his-Walking-With-The-Wounded-team-reach-South-Pole.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/prince-harry/10515617/Prince-Harry-and-his-Walking-With-The-Wounded-team-reach-South-Pole.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/men/10478830/Spy-gadgets-the-ultimate-Christmas-gifts-for-James-Bond-fans.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/men/10478830/Spy-gadgets-the-ultimate-Christmas-gifts-for-James-Bond-fans.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/picturegalleries/uknews/10441284/Armistice-Day-service-personnel-and-veterans-gather-to-remember-the-fallen.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/picturegalleries/uknews/10441284/Armistice-Day-service-personnel-and-veterans-gather-to-remember-the-fallen.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/picturegalleries/10438782/In-pictures-Remembrance-Sunday-2013.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/picturegalleries/10438782/In-pictures-Remembrance-Sunday-2013.html
javascript:print()
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/belgium/10643861/Shameless-Belgian-PM-appears-topless-on-television.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/women/womens-life/10634125/Sex-attack-on-Tube-Why-I-grabbed-the-man-who-sexually-assaulted-me-on-the-train.html
http://education-portal.com/cm/Best_Graduate_Degrees_to_Earn_Online.html
http://www.therichest.com/sports/10-rich-athletes-who-retired-at-the-top-of-their-games/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/ukraine/10652821/Ukraine-crisis-Deadly-snipers-extinguish-lives-of-Kievs-protesters.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/ukraine/10650632/Ukraine-protests-nine-killed-by-sniper-as-fresh-fighting-breaks-Kiev-truce.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/ukraine/10651076/Ukraine-protests-Death-toll-mounts-amid-sniper-attacks-as-fresh-fighting-breaks-truce.html
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/peterfoster/100260301/america-is-turning-secular-much-faster-than-we-realise/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/russia/10649037/Pussy-Riot-attacked-with-whips-by-police-at-Sochi.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/travel/9051826/More-travel-deals-from-Dunhill-Travel.html
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


Army's former most senior female officer
condemns compulsory…  18 Feb 2014

Gibraltar row: Spanish warship disrupts
British Navy training  19 Feb 2014

The 'German Tommy' who fought for Britain
09 Feb 2014

Elite Navy rescue team always on call to help
submariners  19 Feb 2014

15 Celebs Who Are Aging Badly (Michelle
Williams, Lindsay, The Jenner…  StyleBlazer

Which Country is Currently Leading the
World in Innovation?  Merrill Lynch: Wealth
Management

Kate Middleton Reminds Soldiers Why She's a
Duchess  Hollyscoop

Keira Knightley's Most Gorgeous Vogue
Photos  Vogue

what's this?

Ads By Google

All Auctions In One Place

Search word, phrase or name of lot SEARCH

Sutra Text with Colored Wooden Book Covers,
Nepal, 18th/19th CAuctionata

£ 1 380
VIEW LOT!

See all auctions

More from the web

BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY

Are new technologies promising or
problematic?

View

US NEWS

US news: latest and breaking
stories from the United States.

View

BARNEBY'S AUCTIONS

Time to bid? A guide to buying
watches at auction

View

DRIVEN BY ADVENTUE

'Terrifying fun': paramotoring in a
Catalan setting

View

HOME
News
UK News
Politics

Long Reads
Wikileaks
Jobs

World News
Europe
USA
China

Royal Family News
Celebrity news
Dating

Finance
Education
Defence
Health

Weird News
Editor's Choice
Financial Services

Pictures
Video
Matt
Alex

Comment
Blogs
Crossword

Contact Us
Privacy  and Cookies
Advertising
Fantasy  Football

Tickets
Announcements
Reader Prints

Follow Us
Apps
Epaper
Expat

Promotions
Subscriber
Syndication

© Copy right of Telegraph Media Group Limited 201 4 Terms and Conditions Today 's News Archive Sty le Book Weather Forecast

MORE FROM TELEGRAPH.CO.UK

Back to top

Lip Plumper - Warning
Most Lip Plumper Doesn't Work! Here's A Safer Way To Plump Lips
citylips.com

War and Military Records
Millions of war & military Records. Digitized, easy to search & find!
www.myheritage.com/military

Beat Speeding Tickets
24 Hr Hotline, Money Back Guarantee No Points, No School. No Court.
tickettitan.com

Small Blimp is
Actually a Family
Sized Modern Home
(uLiv e)

The New
Underground:
Subway Stations
Reimagined
(Dwell)

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/women/womens-politics/10644596/Armys-most-senior-female-officer-condemns-compulsory-pregnancy-tests-for-soldiers.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/gibraltar/10648732/Gibraltar-row-Spanish-warship-disrupts-British-Navy-training.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/history/world-war-one/10626630/The-German-Tommy-who-fought-for-Britain.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/defence/10648941/Elite-Navy-rescue-team-always-on-call-to-help-submariners.html
http://styleblazer.com/52755/8-celebrities-who-are-aging-badly-michelle-williams-lindsay-the-jenner-sisters-more/
http://insights.wm.ml.com/articles/american-innovation-alive-and-well.html
http://www.hollyscoop.com/kate-middleton/pictures/845341
http://www.vogue.com/vogue-daily/article/keira-knightley-in-vogue/
https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py?contact=abg_afc&gl=US&hideleadgen=1
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Chb9y4l0HU_zQFM2O-gONw4GID_342MME1aPJqGfAjbcBEAEghs7vDCgDUIyU0l5gyYanh9yjlBGgAeuH8eUDyAEBqAMBqgTLAU_QqdNiGCjY2yxHQr1-6d3neQGZdpeNbRCPQgL4XeZ7DkX0LMzZDF5q0De2NBAg98cBoEiDwRnrxN4IOOD1n6oIyrcmaaFaR35KgSVf7saN7c--3VTHC5SMTsipGsAw19b43YrpO3xosZjMmhJ0mpwcy_w_6JHlXwf33Mdx-b0MFCdE_PWFc03si-31Anb71Fs3SQyticZ8q6lR0glzy7ph9uWVarsHtWJ0D-NB5OYtxim011OStK12Ww8mexhM5MvmHFpkG1pIDSrCgAf9944a&num=1&sig=AOD64_2VvzNNqDafITnOXNQqWAlcdyw-oQ&client=ca-telegraph_uk_300x250&adurl=http://citylips.com/cmd.php%3Fad%3D642042
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Chb9y4l0HU_zQFM2O-gONw4GID_342MME1aPJqGfAjbcBEAEghs7vDCgDUIyU0l5gyYanh9yjlBGgAeuH8eUDyAEBqAMBqgTLAU_QqdNiGCjY2yxHQr1-6d3neQGZdpeNbRCPQgL4XeZ7DkX0LMzZDF5q0De2NBAg98cBoEiDwRnrxN4IOOD1n6oIyrcmaaFaR35KgSVf7saN7c--3VTHC5SMTsipGsAw19b43YrpO3xosZjMmhJ0mpwcy_w_6JHlXwf33Mdx-b0MFCdE_PWFc03si-31Anb71Fs3SQyticZ8q6lR0glzy7ph9uWVarsHtWJ0D-NB5OYtxim011OStK12Ww8mexhM5MvmHFpkG1pIDSrCgAf9944a&num=1&sig=AOD64_2VvzNNqDafITnOXNQqWAlcdyw-oQ&client=ca-telegraph_uk_300x250&adurl=http://citylips.com/cmd.php%3Fad%3D642042
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CFFLq4l0HU_zQFM2O-gONw4GID7i3_IEEgOyBo5YBwI23ARACIIbO7wwoA1DO8P_uA2DJhqeH3KOUEaAB8N2M3wPIAQGoAwGqBMcBT9C5kdwBMuHjnvRQ2X7phL1oCJB0gp58CMkPDrkG-MrVOuIwzN1GS2qIN7ZtSjH-zgO1W5LZX6bIn1MmpLSUuAyW7ThsqkhDIgGAJlzly4un0b_bVsUFn49RopQHyC3L2-vW3rcnf2C8lNvFSGqdgUKE_yroiewXS_Haz3bkulVKJFH89Ih0RKbS8P8KeOqNEjZcE7CP02m2r1CST2_Su40M5VzoSczyexm5q3Tk5hLqKbSSVY-0Q3SuCNN4OEgRyCYauotFfYAH-KHzIA&num=2&sig=AOD64_2V5qnrcj2vpjI-jr6tnAEaqBp0YQ&client=ca-telegraph_uk_300x250&adurl=http://www.myheritage.com/search-records%3Fkeyword%3Dmilitary%26utm_source%3Dppc_google%26utm_medium%3Dppc%26utm_campaign%3DUSA_SuperSearch_Content%26tr_ad_group%3DMilitary_1%26tr_device%3Dc%26tr_keyword%3Darmy%2520records%26tr_term%3D%7Bterm%7D%26tr_matchtype%3D%26tr_placement%3Dwww.telegraph.co.uk%26tr_position%3Dnone%26tr_sitelink%3D%5Bname%5D%26tr_creative%3D40334753528%26tr_size%3Dtext%26tr_copy%3Dwar_millions_easy
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CFFLq4l0HU_zQFM2O-gONw4GID7i3_IEEgOyBo5YBwI23ARACIIbO7wwoA1DO8P_uA2DJhqeH3KOUEaAB8N2M3wPIAQGoAwGqBMcBT9C5kdwBMuHjnvRQ2X7phL1oCJB0gp58CMkPDrkG-MrVOuIwzN1GS2qIN7ZtSjH-zgO1W5LZX6bIn1MmpLSUuAyW7ThsqkhDIgGAJlzly4un0b_bVsUFn49RopQHyC3L2-vW3rcnf2C8lNvFSGqdgUKE_yroiewXS_Haz3bkulVKJFH89Ih0RKbS8P8KeOqNEjZcE7CP02m2r1CST2_Su40M5VzoSczyexm5q3Tk5hLqKbSSVY-0Q3SuCNN4OEgRyCYauotFfYAH-KHzIA&num=2&sig=AOD64_2V5qnrcj2vpjI-jr6tnAEaqBp0YQ&client=ca-telegraph_uk_300x250&adurl=http://www.myheritage.com/search-records%3Fkeyword%3Dmilitary%26utm_source%3Dppc_google%26utm_medium%3Dppc%26utm_campaign%3DUSA_SuperSearch_Content%26tr_ad_group%3DMilitary_1%26tr_device%3Dc%26tr_keyword%3Darmy%2520records%26tr_term%3D%7Bterm%7D%26tr_matchtype%3D%26tr_placement%3Dwww.telegraph.co.uk%26tr_position%3Dnone%26tr_sitelink%3D%5Bname%5D%26tr_creative%3D40334753528%26tr_size%3Dtext%26tr_copy%3Dwar_millions_easy
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CfhF94l0HU_zQFM2O-gONw4GID9yl58YElK-f92DAjbcBEAMghs7vDCgDUJvek7f______wFgyYanh9yjlBGgAeSb9esDyAEBqAMBqgTHAU_QycSSATPh4570UNl-6YS9aAiQdIKefAjJDw65BvjK1TriMMzdRktqiDe2bUox_s4DtVuS2V-myJ9TJqS0lLgMlu04bKpIQyIBgCZc5cuLp9G_21bFBZ-PUaKUB8gty9vr1t63J39gvJTbxUhqnYFChP8q6InsF0vx2s925LpVSiRR_PSIdESm0vD_CnjqjRI2XBOwj9Nptq9Qkk9v0ruNDOVc6H3W3lAZuat05OYS6im0klWPtEN0rgjTeDhIEcgmGuS5EEiAB4TkihQ&num=3&sig=AOD64_1hbwYLcJReBHAlB1NoFimLeSi21A&client=ca-telegraph_uk_300x250&adurl=http://Tickettitan.com/traffic-ticket-defense/speeding-violations/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CfhF94l0HU_zQFM2O-gONw4GID9yl58YElK-f92DAjbcBEAMghs7vDCgDUJvek7f______wFgyYanh9yjlBGgAeSb9esDyAEBqAMBqgTHAU_QycSSATPh4570UNl-6YS9aAiQdIKefAjJDw65BvjK1TriMMzdRktqiDe2bUox_s4DtVuS2V-myJ9TJqS0lLgMlu04bKpIQyIBgCZc5cuLp9G_21bFBZ-PUaKUB8gty9vr1t63J39gvJTbxUhqnYFChP8q6InsF0vx2s925LpVSiRR_PSIdESm0vD_CnjqjRI2XBOwj9Nptq9Qkk9v0ruNDOVc6H3W3lAZuat05OYS6im0klWPtEN0rgjTeDhIEcgmGuS5EEiAB4TkihQ&num=3&sig=AOD64_1hbwYLcJReBHAlB1NoFimLeSi21A&client=ca-telegraph_uk_300x250&adurl=http://Tickettitan.com/traffic-ticket-defense/speeding-violations/
http://www.ulive.com/video/the-blimp-house
http://www.ulive.com/video/the-blimp-house
http://www.dwell.com/city-guide/article/new-underground-subway-stations-reimagined
http://www.dwell.com/city-guide/article/new-underground-subway-stations-reimagined
http://www.ulive.com/video/the-blimp-house
http://www.ulive.com/video/the-blimp-house
http://www.dwell.com/city-guide/article/new-underground-subway-stations-reimagined
http://www.dwell.com/city-guide/article/new-underground-subway-stations-reimagined
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/technology/business-technology/10555866/new-technology.html?WT.mc_id=605641&source=USTrafficDriver
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/technology/business-technology/10555866/new-technology.html?WT.mc_id=605641&source=USTrafficDriver
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/technology/business-technology/10555866/new-technology.html?WT.mc_id=605641&source=USTrafficDriver
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/usa/?utm_source=tmg&utm_medium=TD_USnews&utm_campaign=USTDs
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/usa/?utm_source=tmg&utm_medium=TD_USnews&utm_campaign=USTDs
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/usa/?utm_source=tmg&utm_medium=TD_USnews&utm_campaign=USTDs
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/usa/?utm_source=tmg&utm_medium=TD_USnews&utm_campaign=USTDs
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/culture/barnebys-auctions/?WT.mc_id=605662&source=USTrafficDriver
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/culture/barnebys-auctions/10572223/buy-watch-at-auction.html?WT.mc_id=605662&source=USTrafficDriver
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/culture/barnebys-auctions/10572223/buy-watch-at-auction.html?WT.mc_id=605662&source=USTrafficDriver
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/culture/barnebys-auctions/10572223/buy-watch-at-auction.html?WT.mc_id=605662&source=USTrafficDriver
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/motoring/seat-adventure/10634398/tobias-mews-parajet-video.html?WT.mc_id=605704&source=USTrafficDriver
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/motoring/seat-adventure/10634398/tobias-mews-parajet-video.html?WT.mc_id=605704&source=USTrafficDriver
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/motoring/seat-adventure/10634398/tobias-mews-parajet-video.html?WT.mc_id=605704&source=USTrafficDriver
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/motoring/seat-adventure/10634398/tobias-mews-parajet-video.html?WT.mc_id=605704&source=USTrafficDriver
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/?utm_source=TMG&utm_medium=footer_home&utm_campaign=footerhomelink
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/features/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/wikileaks-files/
http://jobs.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/usa/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/china/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/theroyalfamily/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/celebritynews/
http://dating.telegraph.co.uk/s/a/4168
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/defence/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/health/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/howaboutthat/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/editors-choice/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/financialservices/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/picturegalleries/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newsvideo/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/matt/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/alex/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/comment/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk
http://puzzles.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/topics/about-us/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/topics/about-us/3691972/Privacy-and-Cookie-Policy.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/advertising/
http://fantasyfootball.telegraph.co.uk/
http://tickets.telegraph.co.uk/
http://announcements.telegraph.co.uk/
http://3276.e-printphoto.co.uk/dailytelegraph/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/topics/follow-us/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/apps/
http://dailytelegraph.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/viewer.aspx 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/expat/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/promotions/
http://subscriber.telegraph.co.uk/loyalty/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/topics/syndication-services/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/termsandconditions
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/archive/2014-2-21.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/archive/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/topics/about-us/style-book/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/topics/weather/4142730/Weather-forecast.html
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

