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Asylum seeker who fled DR Congo released from detention

An asylum seeker from the Democratic Republic of Congo has been released from

detention.

Otis Bolamu arrived in Swansea after friends in his homeland told him he was suspected of

spying for the opposition and in "severe danger".

But he was detained by UK authorities on 19 December and told he would be deported back.

After 3,000 people signed a petition, he has been allowed to return to Swansea until his

case is heard.

His solicitor Jamie Bell said while he has been released, further submissions must be made

before a decision is made on whether he will be granted asylum.
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Mr Bolamu has thanked those who campaigned to allow him back to Swansea.

On Thursday, he said he would return to the charity shop where he had been volunteering.

"I have a message to all the people from the church, Oxfam, all the people who signed the

petition. Thank you," he said.

Mr Bolamu said he wanted to make a home for himself in Swansea.
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South Wales West AM Bethan Sayed called his detention "unacceptable" and praised those

who campaigned to have him released.

"We must now ensure that Otis receives full refugee status and will be permitted to stay in

Swansea in the long term," the Plaid Cymru AM added.

A petition was started after Mr Bolamu was detained on 19 December calling on the home

secretary to review his case.

Hay Festival director Peter Florence said Mr Bolamu volunteered at his event and tweeted

about his plight after finding he was detained on Christmas Day.

"To discover he was being deported before his appeal had been heard seems to me bizarre

and terrible," he said.

The Home Office spokeswoman said: "The UK has a proud history of granting asylum to

those who need our protection.

"All asylum claims lodged in the UK are carefully considered on their individual merits against

a background of relevant case law and up to date country information."
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Asylum seeker released from detention following petition to
save him

Otis Bolamu had been due to be deported over Christmas Credit: HBTSR

An asylum seeker who was about to be deported has been released from detention
following a petition to save him.

Otis Bolamu, 38, says he fled the Democratic Republic of Congo in October 2017 after
friends warned him he was suspected of spying against the government.

Her settled in Swansea and began volunteering at an Oxfam shop.

But he was refused leave to remain in the UK in August and was arrested by immigration
authorities in the early hours of the morning on the 19th of December last year.

He was told he would remain in a detention centre at Gatwick before being deported.

But following an outpouring of support from friends, local MPs and a petition signed by
more than 12,000 people, Mr Bolamu has been allowed to return to Swansea while his case
is reconsidered.

Otis is back on the rota!!!
He is being released from detention today & will be back in #Swansea tonight ?
He has not got refugee status yet so the campaign continues, but today we celebrate
and just be grateful to have him home #SafeRefugeForOtis #Oxfamily
pic.twitter.com/O9CJ4D1nJT

— Oxfam Swansea (@OxfamCastleSt) January 10, 2019

The decision to detain and deport Mr Bolamu over Christmas was criticised after Home
Office staff and solicitors were unavailable over the holiday period to deal with his fresh
appeal for refugee status.

Mr Bolamu's solicitor said that the 'amazing support' from the Swansea community has
given his client hope.
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CARDIFF  WALES

The petitions, the protest and the political support from Welsh politicians made a real
difference in stopping this injustice fro happening.

We now look forward to continuing to fight for Otis's right to stay in the UK as a refugee
and will be working hard to prove his claim.
– JAMIE BELL, SOLICITOR

Mr Bolamu must now wait while the Home Office reconsiders his case to see if he will be
granted refugee status.

The UK has a proud history of granting asylum to those who need our protection.

All asylum claims lodged in the UK are carefully considered on their individual merits
against a background of relevant case law and up-to-date country information.
– HOME OFFICE SPOKESPERSON
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