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Crime victims face arrest

by NADEEM BADSHAH

MIGRANT victims of trafficking, do-
mestic violence and slavery are be-
ing detained in immigration removal 
centres after contacting police for 
help, according to lawyers.

Twenty-seven UK police forces 
have admitted to reporting victims of 
crime to the Home Office over their 
immigration status. Only three forces, 
including Police Scotland, said they 
did not not usually report people who 
have contacted them to report a crime 
to the government.

Activists say the practice is being 
exploited by trafficking gangs and abu-
sive partners, who “taunt” victims from 
countries including India and Paki-
stan by claiming that they will be ar-
rested and deported if they seek help.

Labour MP Rushanara Ali told 
Eastern Eye: “If these reports are true, 
it is deeply concerning that victims of 
trafficking from south Asia are being 
deported after informing the police of 
their plight.

“A more joined-up approach is 
needed to protect victims and ensure 
the threat of deportation doesn’t lead 
to people refraining from getting the 
vital help and protection they need.”

Many of the women who are de-
tained for being illegal immigrants are 
taken to Yarl’s Wood Immigration Re-
moval Centre in Bedford, which is one 
among 10 such centres in the UK.

Zofia Duszynska, immigration di-
rector for Duncan Lewis Solicitors, 
revealed that her firm is helping sev-
eral victims of trafficking and modern 
slavery, some of whom were subject-
ed to rape and sexual violence. 

She told Eastern Eye: “They were 
encountered by police, but rather 
than being treated as victims of crime, 
were arrested and detained in immi-
gration removal centres. 

“We are also assisting several vic-
tims of trafficking for cannabis culti-
vation who have been arrested and 
detained, convicted of cannabis culti-
vation and subject to deportation. 

“In many cases, prosecution of the 
victims of trafficking has been pur-
sued, rather than the investigation 
and prosecution of those at the top 
who rented the properties and bene-
fited from the exploitation. 

“Our clients are fearful of approa-
ching the police for help as they have 
been told by their traffickers they will 
face prosecution and deportation – as 
well as punishment by the traffickers. 
Sadly, we see many cases where this 
has occurred.”

Guidance issued by the National 
Police Chiefs’ Council says officers 
should treat vulnerable people who 
report a crime to them “as victims first 
and foremost”. The person will only be 
arrested if there is evidence that they 
pose a risk to an individual or group.

Amjad Malik, a solicitor in Roch-
dale, Greater Manchester, said he has 
come across many victims of domestic 

violence, forced marriages, trafficking, 
and those exploited in the sex trade.

He said: “They are cautious, in con-
stant fear and worried about their 
status, their future and the activity 
they have been involved in at the in-
sistence of their gang masters.

“They need assistance rather than 
adding further fear in their minds. 
They must be dealt with through legal 
and medical assistance and in part-
nership with refugee, police and im-
migration officers who are experts in 
dealing with victims with psychologi-
cal trauma.

“If the victim’s trust is gained, many 
future victims can be saved from en-
tering UK unlawfully. Perpetrators of 
human trafficking, which act as a ma-
fia, can be prosecuted and made an 
example of that such practice of hu-
man slavery can’t be allowed.”

Sara* says she was regularly beaten 
up and treated as a slave by her British 
husband after arriving in the UK.

She was detained at Yarl’s Wood 
detention centre after contacting po-
lice for help, Sara has now applied for 
asylum after support from lawyers.

She told reporters: “My husband 
told me, ‘that’s why I brought you 
here, so you can cook clean for me, 
and get beaten by me’. He used to say, 
‘the belt is not using as many marks, 
so I am going to use the cable’.

“I told him I was leaving, he said I 
was not going anywhere.

“I packed my bags and left. I have 
no family, friends here.

“He was going to kill me here.”
A Home Office spokesman said: 

“Victims of crime must be treated as 
victims first and foremost. 

“When individuals are found to 
have no basis in the UK, we carefully 
consider the details of the case before 
taking an enforcement action.”

*Name has been changed

THE UK government 
has announced it will 
give £250,000 to en-
courage more young 
people from minority 
backgrounds to join 
youth groups such as 
the Scouts, Police 
Cadets and Guides.

The move was an-
nounced by commu-
nities’ minister Lord 
Bourne, who empha-
sised the determina-
tion to give young 
people a chance to 
work on life skills. 

“Organisations 
such as the Scouts 
Cadets and Girls  
Brigade give young 
people unique and 
challenging experi-
ences that help them 

unlock their full po-
tential,” he said. 

Charity organisa-
tion Youth United 
Foundation will ben-
efit from the funding. 
It has already offered 
more than 1.5 mil-
lion young people a 
chance to develop 
teamwork, leader-
ship, self-confidence 
and communication 
skills through a se-
ries of activities.  

“With this funding, 
Youth United Foun-
dation will be able to 
ensure more young 
people gain the skills 
and confidence to 
become great citi-
zens of the future,” 
Lord Bourne added. 

BRITISH Asian busi-
nessman Pradip 
Dhamecha has ente-
red the banking sec-
tor with the acquisi-
tion of Bank of Cy-
prus’s UK subsidiary. 

The bank was re-
cently sold to a con-
sortium of entrepre-
neurs in a £103 mil-
lion deal.

The Dhamecha 
family run a success-
ful cash and carry 
business, with nine 
depots around Lon-
don and the Midlands.

Property investor 
SevenCapital’s chair-
man Bal Sohal is an-

other Asian busi-
nessman who has in-
vested in the bank, 
which had £1.7 bil-
lion in deposits at the 
end of March. 

The bank will be 
renamed Cynergy.

The sale of the 
London-listed Medi-
terranean lender “is 
a positive step in our 
journey back to 
strength,” bank offi-
cials were quoted as 
saying by The Times.

The bank was res-
cued by European 
authorities during 
the 2013 Cypriot 
banking crisis.
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A NEW £7 million 
scheme has been set 
up to support building 
more integrated com-
munities in the UK.

The Integrated Com-
munities Innovation 
Fund is expected to 
help drive forward the 
proposals to address 
key reasons behind 
poor integration, 
which were laid out in 
the government’s Inte-
grated Communities 
Strategy green paper 
earlier this year. 

The announcement 
was made last week by 
housing and communi-

ties secretary James 
Brokenshire. He said 
that although Britain is 
a well-integrated soci-
ety, the persistent chal-
lenges of integration in 
some communities 
across the country still 
need to be tackled. 

“The trailblazing 
projects supported by 
the fund... will drive 
forward our work to 
bring all levels of soci-
ety together, from busi-
ness leaders to grass-
roots charities, to tack-
le the key causes of 
poor integration,” Bro-
kenshire said.

A PARLIAMENTARY 
debate will take place 
this week about a faith 
school in north London 
that is due to close. 

The BAPS Swami-
narayan School in 
Brent first announced 
its decision to shut its 
doors late last month. 

However, parents of 
pupils have been cam-
paigning for the school 
to reverse its decision. 

Labour MP Virendra 
Sharma is said to have 
secured a parliamenta-
ry debate on the issue, 
due to take place on 
Wednesday (18).

Ketan Sheth, a coun-
cillor for the London 
borough of Brent, said 
he was pleased the de-
bate would be taking 

place, and praised 
Sharma for his efforts.

“Over the past 25 
years, the school... has 
become one of most 
successful small inde-
pendent schools in the 
UK and is recognised 
as such nationally and 
internationally,” Sheth 
said. “Therefore, it is 
quite right that the UK 
parliament debates 
this sudden and shock-
ing announcement to 
close it without any 
prior engagement or 
consultation with the 
pupils, parents, staff or 
the community.”

Set up in 1992, the 
independent faith 
school has around 400 
pupils in its prep and 
senior divisions.

Funding integration plans

Debate on BAPS school
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A HEALTH programme focused on 
increasing prevention and early di-
agnosis of cancer has been expanded 
to support Asian women in Bradford.

Yorkshire Cancer Research 
(YCR) initially launched the ‘Wise 
Up to Cancer’ scheme in Leeds and 
Wakefield to encourage more un-
derstanding of signs of the disease. 

The Bradford project will be 
available until February 2019 and 

offers south Asian women a chat 
about health in community and 
pharmacy settings. 

Dr Stuart Griffiths, director of re-
search and services at YCR, said: “It’s 
exciting we are now branching out 
into Bradford and working with south 
Asian women to develop the scheme, 
so it works for their community.” 
n Visit www.ycr.org.uk/wiseupto 
cancer for more information. 

‘Wise up to Cancer’ now in Bradford
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