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Isa Muazu had 'overstayed his leave for five-and-a-half years,' said immigration
minister Mark Harper.

A failed asylum seeker who went on hunger strike has been removed
from the UK after an unsuccessful legal battle.

Isa Muazu, who was said to be seriously ill after refusing food for about
100 days, has been returned to Nigeria, immigration minister Mark
Harper said.

The 45-year-old had been detained since July after he was found to
have overstayed his leave by five-and-a-half years.

Harper said halting Muazu's removal because of his hunger strike would
"provide a dangerous incentive for others to follow suit".

He said: "Today, Mr Muazu, a failed asylum seeker from Nigeria, has
been successfully returned. While we rarely comment on individual
cases, in this instance we believe it is in the public interest to know the
facts about the case, why he was returned and what we are doing to
ensure his welfare. At times we need to make difficult decisions to
maintain the integrity and fairness of our immigration system.

"Mr Muazu arrived in the UK as a visitor for six months. He overstayed his
leave for five-and-a-half years before claiming asylum in July of this year.

"We consider every claim for asylum on its individual merits and he was
not found to have a genuine need of protection. This was a decision that
was supported by the courts.

"Mr Muazu was found to have no right to be in the UK and so the Home
Office began the complex process of removing him.

"Halting the removal of Mr Muazu because of his protest would
undermine our asylum and immigration system – and provide a
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Failed asylum seeker returns to Nigeria
45-year-old Isa Muazu, who had been detained since July, 'not
found to have genuine need of protection' in UK
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dangerous incentive for others to follow suit.

"The health of those in our care is something we take very seriously and
all detainees including Mr Muazu have access to healthcare provision.

"At every stage, the government has offered appropriate assistance to
him and has also facilitated his transport to a hospital in Nigeria where
the cost of an assessment will be covered."

Muazu – who despite being 1.8 metres (5ft 11in at one time weighed just
58kg (8st) – claimed he faced persecution from the militant Islamic group
Boko Haram if he was to return to Nigeria, but has lost a series of legal
challenges.

He said he came to the UK for a better life, and would rather die than
face removal.

Earlier this month, a chartered deportation flight carrying Muazu was
turned back. This prompted his lawyers to launch another attempt to
appeal against the decision to remove him, but this was again
unsuccessful.

Toufique Hossain, public law and immigration law director at Duncan
Lewis Solicitors, who represented Muazu, said the firm was extremely
disappointed.

"We felt that the substantial evidence produced before the tribunal more
than justified the granting of a stay and permission to apply for a judicial
review. Although we are disappointed with the decision, we will continue
to fight for Mr Muazu even though he is outside the country.

"With respect, we maintain that there are significant errors of law in the
upper tribunal judgment and we intend to pursue our appeal at the court
of appeal.

"This case has been extremely difficult to litigate given the contracted
timeframe pushed by the home secretary purely because she wanted
him on a plane as soon as possible after her failed attempt.

"We will not give up on him."

TweetTweet Email

Ads by Google

Marriage / Spouse Visas
Top Immigration Law Office Don't Risk Your Future-Start Online
easyfiancevisa.com/BBB-Member

USCIS Immigration Service
Greencard, Citizenship, Visas Forms Prepare Immigration Applications
www.immigrationdirect.com/USCIS

Pass Immigration Reform
Tell the House to pass Immigration Reform. Sign the petition!
fwd.us/SupportReform

Merkel compared NSA to Stasi in
heated encounter with Obama

Tourist walks off pier while browsing on
Facebook

Sterling to go plastic, Bank of England
decides

Has the Great Barrier Reef just been
approved for destruction by the
Australian government?

Convicted paedophile Ian Watkins told
fan: 'It was mega lolz'

Get the Guardian's daily US email
Our editors' picks for the day's top news and
commentary delivered to your inbox each morning.

Sign up for the daily email

Share ShareShare

World news

World news

Business

Environment

UK news

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2013/nov/30/theresa-may-hunger-striker-ifa-muaza-asylum-uk
https://id.theguardian.com/email/subscribe?emailListId=1493
http://www.facebook.com/dialog/feed?app_id=180444840287&link=http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2013/dec/18/isa-muazu-failed-asylum-seeker-returns-nigeria&display=popup&redirect_uri=http://static-serve.appspot.com/static/facebook-share/callback.html&show_error=false&ref=desktop
javascript:void(0);
http://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2013/dec/13/father-lucian-freud-son-david
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013/dec/15/ageing-with-grace-tips-mireille-guiliano
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2013/dec/17/jack-monroe-sainsburys-advert-blog
http://www.guardian.co.uk/extra/2013/dec/18/extra-lbb-offer-pfp
http://www.guardian.co.uk/local-government-network/2013/dec/17/digital-strategy-councils-2014-local-government
http://blog.allstate.com/a-deep-dive-into-storage-auctions/
http://www.singaporesessions.com/sse/innovation-has-found-a-home-in-asia.jsp
http://www.healthcentral.com/adhd/cf/slideshows/adhd-myths-vs-facts/sugar/
http://www.kiplinger.com/slideshow/cheapest-cities-to-live-in-the-united-states/1.html
http://www.lt-insider.com/2013/paris-calling/
https://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2013/dec/18/isa-muazu-failed-asylum-seeker-returns-nigeria%26gl%3DUS%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-guardian_js%26hideleadgen%3D1%26ai0%3DCAyCCTs-xUt7FE8y6wQH-loHgBZKb6csC6vao1mPAjbcBEAEghbvoDygDUOjZiIwDYMmO5Yq0pNgPoAH2j_zvA8gBAagDAaoEqgFP0FhQgHLCaiaXexVGPi_3SUSzweGPFjk07wwr6zz57Ll_7JQnbuVjoK0jcakhOYM7oR2TUd4Tj0qf3uYAPZGL-e_B8DgMGPLA0wk8sJSQOiWyvQQqfuK-TngxsJH6uvymkSFxioLrIAXqNX-jrjN__ZlAtsIMBoMolNt6tQUrnYf1I_od9jjlop6EPNBFy_jX-p7vYbWY0FMTCF-tib5iC2xQoVjFQRG8XYAH8u-DEA%26ai1%3DCaPziTs-xUt7FE8y6wQH-loHgBc_Q0rYCn6mehyLAjbcBEAIghbvoDygDUOnZi6IHYMmO5Yq0pNgPoAGFsvnxA8gBAagDAaoEqgFP0Hh11XLBaiaXexVGPi_3SUSzweGPFjk07wwr6zz57Ll_7JQnbuVjoK0jcakhOYM7oR2TUd4Tj0qf3uYAPZGL-e_B8DgMGPLA0wk8sJSQOiWyvQQqfuK-TngxsJH6uvymkSFxioLrIAXqNX-jrjN__ZlAtsIMBoMolNt6tQUrnYf1I_pw5QH_op6EPNBFy_jX-p7vYbWY0FMTCF-tib5iC2xQoVjFHiyGXYAH482GDg%26ai2%3DCrFa5Ts-xUt7FE8y6wQH-loHgBaPK0qwEi7Lb4XvAjbcBEAMghbvoDygDUJCqycn5_____wFgyY7lirSk2A-gAaWiq9cDyAEBqAMBqgSqAU_QCGrucsBqJpd7FUY-L_dJRLPB4Y8WOTTvDCvrPPnsuX_slCdu5WOgrSNxqSE5gzuhHZNR3hOPSp_e5gA9kYv578HwOAwY8sDTCTywlJA6JbK9BCp-4r5OeDGwkfq6_KaRIXGKgusgBeo1f6OuM3_9mUC2wgwGgyiU23q1BSudh_Uj-hy9NOGinoQ80EXL-Nf6nu9htZjQUxMIX62JvmILbFChWMVOeZZ1gAfD3dQo&usg=AFQjCNGAGKo74SLkv6pabxuCfsr5VqBBUA
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CAyCCTs-xUt7FE8y6wQH-loHgBZKb6csC6vao1mPAjbcBEAEghbvoDygDUOjZiIwDYMmO5Yq0pNgPoAH2j_zvA8gBAagDAaoEqgFP0FhQgHLCaiaXexVGPi_3SUSzweGPFjk07wwr6zz57Ll_7JQnbuVjoK0jcakhOYM7oR2TUd4Tj0qf3uYAPZGL-e_B8DgMGPLA0wk8sJSQOiWyvQQqfuK-TngxsJH6uvymkSFxioLrIAXqNX-jrjN__ZlAtsIMBoMolNt6tQUrnYf1I_od9jjlop6EPNBFy_jX-p7vYbWY0FMTCF-tib5iC2xQoVjFQRG8XYAH8u-DEA&num=1&sig=AOD64_2N-UUVsBFfRZuT36vOD8ylANCHQw&client=ca-guardian_js&adurl=http://www.easyfiancevisa.com/marriage-visa.php
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CAyCCTs-xUt7FE8y6wQH-loHgBZKb6csC6vao1mPAjbcBEAEghbvoDygDUOjZiIwDYMmO5Yq0pNgPoAH2j_zvA8gBAagDAaoEqgFP0FhQgHLCaiaXexVGPi_3SUSzweGPFjk07wwr6zz57Ll_7JQnbuVjoK0jcakhOYM7oR2TUd4Tj0qf3uYAPZGL-e_B8DgMGPLA0wk8sJSQOiWyvQQqfuK-TngxsJH6uvymkSFxioLrIAXqNX-jrjN__ZlAtsIMBoMolNt6tQUrnYf1I_od9jjlop6EPNBFy_jX-p7vYbWY0FMTCF-tib5iC2xQoVjFQRG8XYAH8u-DEA&num=1&sig=AOD64_2N-UUVsBFfRZuT36vOD8ylANCHQw&client=ca-guardian_js&adurl=http://www.easyfiancevisa.com/marriage-visa.php
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CaPziTs-xUt7FE8y6wQH-loHgBc_Q0rYCn6mehyLAjbcBEAIghbvoDygDUOnZi6IHYMmO5Yq0pNgPoAGFsvnxA8gBAagDAaoEqgFP0Hh11XLBaiaXexVGPi_3SUSzweGPFjk07wwr6zz57Ll_7JQnbuVjoK0jcakhOYM7oR2TUd4Tj0qf3uYAPZGL-e_B8DgMGPLA0wk8sJSQOiWyvQQqfuK-TngxsJH6uvymkSFxioLrIAXqNX-jrjN__ZlAtsIMBoMolNt6tQUrnYf1I_pw5QH_op6EPNBFy_jX-p7vYbWY0FMTCF-tib5iC2xQoVjFHiyGXYAH482GDg&num=2&sig=AOD64_0Z1f_jeYIjFv7U9QLzEyS8yCOE8A&client=ca-guardian_js&adurl=http://www.immigrationdirect.com/%3Fr%3Dga-cpc-uscis_us_dis_ap-bcis_gov:m%3D
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CaPziTs-xUt7FE8y6wQH-loHgBc_Q0rYCn6mehyLAjbcBEAIghbvoDygDUOnZi6IHYMmO5Yq0pNgPoAGFsvnxA8gBAagDAaoEqgFP0Hh11XLBaiaXexVGPi_3SUSzweGPFjk07wwr6zz57Ll_7JQnbuVjoK0jcakhOYM7oR2TUd4Tj0qf3uYAPZGL-e_B8DgMGPLA0wk8sJSQOiWyvQQqfuK-TngxsJH6uvymkSFxioLrIAXqNX-jrjN__ZlAtsIMBoMolNt6tQUrnYf1I_pw5QH_op6EPNBFy_jX-p7vYbWY0FMTCF-tib5iC2xQoVjFHiyGXYAH482GDg&num=2&sig=AOD64_0Z1f_jeYIjFv7U9QLzEyS8yCOE8A&client=ca-guardian_js&adurl=http://www.immigrationdirect.com/%3Fr%3Dga-cpc-uscis_us_dis_ap-bcis_gov:m%3D
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CrFa5Ts-xUt7FE8y6wQH-loHgBaPK0qwEi7Lb4XvAjbcBEAMghbvoDygDUJCqycn5_____wFgyY7lirSk2A-gAaWiq9cDyAEBqAMBqgSqAU_QCGrucsBqJpd7FUY-L_dJRLPB4Y8WOTTvDCvrPPnsuX_slCdu5WOgrSNxqSE5gzuhHZNR3hOPSp_e5gA9kYv578HwOAwY8sDTCTywlJA6JbK9BCp-4r5OeDGwkfq6_KaRIXGKgusgBeo1f6OuM3_9mUC2wgwGgyiU23q1BSudh_Uj-hy9NOGinoQ80EXL-Nf6nu9htZjQUxMIX62JvmILbFChWMVOeZZ1gAfD3dQo&num=3&sig=AOD64_3vOD1vuyk2wNnuSajsTDPK4aMCHQ&client=ca-guardian_js&adurl=http://www.fwd.us/house%3Frecruiter_id%3D127876%3Futm_campaign%3DHouse_States%26utm_source%3Dpaid%26utm_medium%3DGoogle_Display
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CrFa5Ts-xUt7FE8y6wQH-loHgBaPK0qwEi7Lb4XvAjbcBEAMghbvoDygDUJCqycn5_____wFgyY7lirSk2A-gAaWiq9cDyAEBqAMBqgSqAU_QCGrucsBqJpd7FUY-L_dJRLPB4Y8WOTTvDCvrPPnsuX_slCdu5WOgrSNxqSE5gzuhHZNR3hOPSp_e5gA9kYv578HwOAwY8sDTCTywlJA6JbK9BCp-4r5OeDGwkfq6_KaRIXGKgusgBeo1f6OuM3_9mUC2wgwGgyiU23q1BSudh_Uj-hy9NOGinoQ80EXL-Nf6nu9htZjQUxMIX62JvmILbFChWMVOeZZ1gAfD3dQo&num=3&sig=AOD64_3vOD1vuyk2wNnuSajsTDPK4aMCHQ&client=ca-guardian_js&adurl=http://www.fwd.us/house%3Frecruiter_id%3D127876%3Futm_campaign%3DHouse_States%26utm_source%3Dpaid%26utm_medium%3DGoogle_Display
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/dec/18/tourist-walks-off-pier-while-browsing-on-facebook
http://www.theguardian.com/business/2013/dec/17/sterling-notes-go-plastic-bank-of-england
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/southern-crossroads/2013/dec/15/great-barrier-reef-destruction-abbot-point-greg-hunt
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2013/dec/18/ian-watkins-transcript
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


;

Politics
Theresa May ·

Law
Human rights ·

UK news
Immigration and asylum ·

Trenton Oldfield's win is
a defeat for Theresa
May's deportation policy
10 Dec 2013
Nadine El-Enany:
Tribunal's decision to
allow Boat Race
protester to stay in the UK
is a victory for
immigrants' right to
peaceful protest and may
signal a government U-
turn

5 Dec 2013
Isa Muazu granted more
time in UK

3 Dec 2013
Isa Muazu's botched
deportation is an
inhumane show of power

2 Dec 2013
Theresa May pressed for
explanation of hunger
striker's 'botched'
deportation

Theresa May under fire
for bid to fly out hunger
striker Isa Muazu
30 Nov 2013
Private plane carrying
'near to death' asylum
seeker forced back to UK

Related information

License/buy our content | Privacy policy | Terms of service | US advertising | A - Z index | About us
© 2013 Guardian News and Media Limited or its affiliated companies. All rights reserved.

TweetTweet

0

1

Share

ShareShare

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://www.theguardian.com/politics/politics?INTCMP=ILCNETTXT3487
http://www.theguardian.com/politics/theresamay?INTCMP=ILCNETTXT3487
http://www.theguardian.com/law/law?INTCMP=ILCNETTXT3487
http://www.theguardian.com/law/human-rights?INTCMP=ILCNETTXT3487
http://www.theguardian.com/uk/uk?INTCMP=ILCNETTXT3487
http://www.theguardian.com/uk/immigration?INTCMP=ILCNETTXT3487
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013/dec/10/trenton-oldfield-boat-race-protester-theresa-may-deportation?INTCMP=ILCNETTXT3487
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013/dec/10/trenton-oldfield-boat-race-protester-theresa-may-deportation?INTCMP=ILCNETTXT3487
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2013/dec/05/asylum-seeker-isa-muaza-granted-more-time-uk?INTCMP=ILCNETTXT3487
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013/dec/03/isa-muaza-deportation-immigration-inhumane-power-theresa-may?INTCMP=ILCNETTXT3487
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2013/dec/02/theresa-may-hunger-striker-deportation-ifa-muaza-asylum?INTCMP=ILCNETTXT3487
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2013/nov/30/theresa-may-hunger-striker-ifa-muaza-asylum-uk?INTCMP=ILCNETTXT3487
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2013/nov/30/theresa-may-hunger-striker-ifa-muaza-asylum-uk?INTCMP=ILCNETTXT3487
http://syndication.guardian.co.uk/
http://www.theguardian.com/help/privacy-policy
http://www.theguardian.com/help/terms-of-service
http://www.theguardian.com/advertising/guardian-america-advertising-info
http://www.theguardian.com/index/subjects/a
http://www.theguardian.com/info/about-guardian-us
http://www.facebook.com/dialog/feed?app_id=180444840287&
		link=http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2013/dec/18/isa-muazu-failed-asylum-seeker-returns-nigeria& display=popup&
		redirect_uri=http://static-serve.appspot.com/static/facebook-share/callback.html&
		show_error=false&
		ref=desktop
javascript:void(0);
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

